

CHAPTER IV 




STATISTICS OF NURSE -TRAINING SCHOQI^ 

1»30-31* 


T ^RE A]^ nearly twice as many nurses in training now 
in the United Stotes as 'there were 11 years ago,' according to 
I reports made to the Office of Education by the nurse-training 
[scbool^ for the year 1930-31. 

\Iore than 100,000 student nurses were reported enrolled by a 
I total of 1,844 schools. ^^JThe Office of Education sent inquiry blanks 
I to a total of 1,926 scho^ listed in the hospital number of the Journal 
I of the ^erican Medical Association and other sources. Statistics 
loQ training of nursea were last collected by the (^ce of Education 
Ifor the yew^W26=v27. ^ 

; f y SCHOOLS 

This report for 1931 includes data for 89 more schools than report^ 

11 years ago in 1920, and 47 more than in 1927. This' represents a 
5.1 per -cent increase in the 7-yw period and 2.7 per cent in the four 
years fropi W27 to 1931. No schools are reported from the State ' 
of Nevada. Data are given separately for the i,778 schools con- 
nected ^th.general hospitals and 66 schools maintained by hospitals 
for the insane, number of schools reporting at different periods 
mce 1880 is printed in Table 1 and the number of schools by* 
States are given in summary Tapiee jf and 8., 
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‘ ■ — " ' ' - - ^ ' 



Ymi 


Schooii 


Nam- 

puptu 


Orftdu- 

it«8 


Cftpodtj 

of 

boffp4tali 

(beds) 


Avera^ 
daUy 
Domber 
of • 
petteots 




( 


ERIC 


; -h 


2 BIENNIAL BURVET OT EDXICAtlOlf, 1V89-1082. 

SltrtfBNTS 

The 1931 data show 100,419 students m training for the numiu 
profession, an increase of 45,958, or 82.7 per oent, over the nunfli 
reported in 1920 and of 29.1 jwr cent over !those studying .in thii 

field in, 1927. . Of the total numW of s^[^8!Rb, only 0.84 per oeaL 
are men. 

Of the 97,907 students in general hospitals 675, or 0.69 per oeni 
were men, but of the 2,612 students connected^th hospitals for tlu 
insane 273, or 10.87 per cent, were mite. Traming courses for ihiri 
nur8€i*were reported by 42 general hospitals an<f 23 hospitals for tte 
insane. ^ 

GRADUATES 

» V , I 

There were 25,971 graduates from schools for nurses in 1030-31 of 
which 524 were trained ip h^pitals for the oitie of the^ insane. Of 
the 361 m^^graduates, 300 were from general hospitals and 61 ftuni 
hospitals for the insane. - 

LENGTH or COURSE * * 

The usual length oCthe nurBe-trsiaingj^nTse in general hoepitsbl 
is now three ye^. The increase in the length of course is shown bj 
• the fact that in' J927 only 85.6 per cent of thp schools wporting 
•3-year courses, while in 1931 this percentage was 89.7. Only 
schools reported 4-year ooursea both in 1927 and 1931 Of trjui 
schools connected with hospitals for the insane, a smaller peroent«„ 
wported 3-year oourses in 1930 than in 1927. ;This is due to a decreaii| 
in the number of schools of this type^ * ’ - * 

Tabu 2. Dittribuiion of nur$94roinint •ewi according to Uiigttrtf counc oftrd 
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EDUCATIONAL EEQUIREMBNT8 FOR ADMISSION W 

n^rse-traininq courses 

The educational lequiromente for admission to nureo-training 
oourses have been ste^y rising. Most of the schools connected 
with general hoepitals in 1920 required only one year pf high*echool 
work. In 1927 Jully one-tbud required conation of the Jiigh- 
Mhool curriculum, one-third two years of higEe^ool work, and the 
other third, one year of high-eohool work. By 1930, however, 87 
per cent of the schools connected with general hospitkls required 
the completion of a high-eohool course. When the question as to 
the educational requirement for admission was answered by the 
words .“high school, “ the aMwer has been interpreted, as in previous 
years, to mean the completion of a i-year course. « 

Of the schools connected with hoepitals for the insane, 54 per 
cent required only one year, of high school for entrance in 1920 but 
b 1930, 64 per cant required completion of a 4-year course for 
idirisaion. . 


• • 

Tablb S. DtaOthuiton of nuno-froinin^ oehooU (ucording to tho oducational 
roquirofnorUo for admiotion in 1990, 1927, and 1931 
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MINIMUM AQB REQUIRED FOR ADMiSiSION 



. Between 1937 sod 1931 tirere was very little change in the mini- ’ 
®hoi,®g® ^e^uireipent for admi&ion to , nurse-training schools. Prac- 
l*6ally 90 y per xequ^ed the student .to have reached the age 

eyt fa^ set lO yeiass as the minimmift age 
y w wiujtod by,^ 6 jper cent of the 


BIKNNl^ SUBTVr OF IDObAltOBTi 1930-1082 




Table i.—DUtribuiion of rAtrfe^ninc *eW# acconUnf to Uu minimum 
age req^rementji foe admiuion 



number of houiB of duty required daily as a part of the nune- 
training course in general hospitals has been steadily ctecreaaing for 
the la8t^ 36 years. In 1896 the 8>hour day was in ^ect in less thia 
2 per cent of thaschoola. By 1920 a third had reduced the humber of 
hours of duty to 8, and in 1931*two-thirds of the schools required 
only 8 hours. ^ 

In schools connected with hospitals for the iusaii^, however, about 
a fourth of the schools require 12 hours' duty and another' fourth 
10 hours. A little lees than a third require only 8 hours i>n duty." 

Table 5. Diett^uiion of nuno^rair^ing tchooU according to number of kowt 

of duty required daily 




remuneration 

The data on the remuneration for nurses in training have been 
iMiged to give the pay per month instead of per year since many 
^ools reported data in this w'ay and did not give the niunber of 
iDtfas in ^e oourse. In oompililng Table 6 on the monthly ^allow* 
‘^J^*** reported by the year were divided by 10, assuming 
was for 10 months. In training schools in general 
jfwpitds 15 P^cent of the schools apparently offpr no remuneration 
^ seiVii^jthtting training in any year of tee oourse. About 46 per 
It pay leas than $10 |W naonth duritig the first year, "and more than 
P*y between ;S10 and $15 a month during the second and 
rd "years pf tee course. The ren^uneration is much higher in 
thools oonnected with hospitals ior the inipane, 48 per cent paying 
etween $25 and $50 a month during the first year. 

Tab^ a. DiMributioti of jtuw-trainin^ tehoKit according to remuneration 

allowed, ISSaSf ^ 
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*ablb 7. Summarif of of general nwee-training eehooUf 19S0S1 — Con. 
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DETAILED STATISTICS FOR EACH INSTITUTION 


\ • s • 

Since an excelleht study giving detaiTed infonnatiQn * for a large 
limber of nors^training schools has been publiahed>y the National 
e^e of Nursing Education under date of Janua^ 1, 1931,. and is 
r^able for purchase from the league for $1.50, (hedetidled statistica 
hich have been published . by the Oiftce of Education in ''previous 
Bare have been omitted. Data for any institution, however, are 
from sn unpublished table on file^ t^ iw office. 




]R)EADERS interested in ntO'sing^ edwation 
may also wish to consult Nursing,** Guidance leaflet No. 16, 
pvMished by the Office of Education. This leaflet, especially 
prepared for the use of guidance advisers in high school and- 
college, reviews briefly the scope qf nursing as a profession, 
qualifications, opportunities, compensation, registration, student 
expenses, and the service of professional organizations of 

nurses. It lists colleges and universities oflering nursing 

* ^ 

degrees and gives references to literature relating to nursing as 
a career. 



